Press Release

April 19, 2010

‘2nd Annual Ride for A Dream’

Give a Dream a Chance Organization (GDC) to organize

920 km bicycle ride to raise funds for hearing-impaired children of Meisei Gakuen


Web-site: www.giveadreamachance.org   Contact: Yumiko Okamoto, Tel:  090-6934-7353

GDC, a voluntary group composed of employees of AXA Life Insurance Co., Ltd., will organize and participate in a 920 km bicycle ride in Golden Week from Tokyo to Osaka to promote fund-raising activities for a school for hearing-impaired children. 


This year’s charity ride is a continuation and expansion of the efforts from last year to raise money for Meisei Gakuen (Shinagawa, Tokyo), a school for hearing-impaired children that provides an educational environment using sign language. Through the 920 km charity ride from Tokyo to Osaka, GDC aims to raise funds for the school to purchase playground equipment for the children. 

The 2010 event promised to be bigger and better. More AXA Life employees and executives are participating in the organization, and several executives will add their support by completing parts of the ride. The organizing group aims to raise a larger sum than in 2009 for Meisei Gakuen.  The aim is to raise 3.0 million JPY. 


  We appreciate your kind support for the “2nd Annual Ride for A Dream” event!
 Donations can be made through the following website. URL: www.giveadreamachance.org

We donate the whole amount raised through this event to the Bilingual Bicultural Education Center for Deaf Children. 

The Bilingual Bicultural Education Center for Deaf Children (BBED) – a non-profit organization (NPO) which promotes improving deaf children’s living environment. Their mission is to teach children using both sign language and written Japanese so that children will grow up as natural as other children. BBED used to run a free school called “Tatsunoko Gakuen” for 9 years before opening Meisei Gakuen. They also support nurturing of deaf children, operating seminars and developing text books.
About Give a Dream a Chance Organization (GDC)

AXA employees led by Don Kalubowila (“Donny K”) an experienced organizer, having raised over a quarter million dollars for charities and humanitarian causes throughout the world, and has brought his passion and skills for charitable work to Japan, formed a voluntary group “Give a Dream a Chance Organization (GDC)” in 2009 with the commitment to improving opportunities for disadvantaged children and assisting them in realizing their dreams, by raising funds to support charities and non-profit organizations that help disadvantaged children. GDC also aims to promote physical fitness of participants through environmentally sound activities.

The first event, conducted last year, was a 1200 km charity ride by a group of cyclists from Tokyo to Sapporo, to raise funds Meisei Gakuen. The ride was successful in generating publicity for the school and raising money, with donations exceeding 800,000 yen. 

Visit in the organizing team’s website:  www.giveadreamachance.org
Meisei Gakuen web-site: http://www.meiseigakuen.ed.jp/
BBED website: www.bbed.org
AXA Life Insurance Co., Ltd. www.axa.co.jp/life

A group of sponsored riders will cycle approximately 920 km from Tokyo to Osaka via Nagano and the coast of the Sea of Japan during Golden Week. There will be an opening day event in Tokyo which will be attended by company employees, and the CEO, Mark Pearson. On route, employees from various AXA regional sales offices will join in stages or support the riders. The ride will be led by experienced mountain bike rider who led the last years ride from Tokyo to Sapporo, Don Kalubowila and several members of the organizing team.  

Day 1: April 30th 2010

1. Opening ceremony will start at Meisei Gakuen @ 0900AM (5-2-1 Yashio, Shinagawa-ku, Tokyo), with organizer and riders - 7 km ride to AXA HQ at Shirokane Takanawa 

2. Official ride start from AXA HQ at NBF Platinum Tower (1-17-3 Shirokane, Minato-ku, Tokyo) @ 1000 AM  

	Day
	Date
	Start
	End
	Km

	Day 1
	2010/4/30(Fri)
	Meisei Gakuen
	Shirokane Takanawa
	7.1

	
	　
	Shirokane Takanawa
	Kodenma-cho
	8.2

	　
	　
	Kodenma-cho
	Honjo 
	117.5

	　　　
	　
	Day1 Total
	132.8

	Day 2
	2010/5/1(Sat)
	Honjo
	Karuizawa
	80.4

	Day 3
	2010/5/2(Sun)
	Karuizawa
	Shinshu-Nakano (Nagano)
	101.5

	Day 4
	2010/5/3(Mon)
	Shinshu-Nakano (Nagano)
	Nyuzen (Toyama)
	141.5

	Day 5
	2010/5/4(Tue)
	Nyuzen (Toyama)
	Kahoku (Ishikawa)
	100.6

	Day 6
	2010/5/5(Wed)
	Kahoku (Ishikawa)
	Ayukawa-enchi (Fukui)
	99.8

	Day 7
	2010/5/6(Thu)
	Ayukawa-enchi (Fukui)
	Takatoriyama (Shiga)
	135.7

	Day 8
	2010/5/7(Fri)
	Takatoriyama (Shiga)
	Osaka
	128.3

	
	　
	Total
	920.6
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